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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 - S3 5£!Effi^Xtt iS? on ,he lntema,lonal appl,oa,ion in ,he lan9ua *> ln whfch » — 

D «— . ,angua 9 e , 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 

Description, Pages 

1 " 13 as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-5 



as amended (together with any statement) under Art. 19 PCT 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/ 2-2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' hL 2J h~^m2S of" e + t tab, /f hed . aS if (som .^ of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
SuXen^ b6en C ° nSldered t0 90 bey ° nd the diSC ' OSUre as fi,ed ' as 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3,5 




No: 


Claims 


1,2,4 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-5 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO 02/083446 A (NAGAYA GO ; BRIDGESTONE CORP (JP)) 24 October 
2002(2002-10-24) 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 , 2 and 4 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.1. The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A suspension system for a vehicle comprising: 

an outer rotor type motor having a stator (3S) provided on a outer surface of a cylindrical 
member (3a) that defines space open to at least an inboard side of the vehicle, and a rotor 
(3R) rotatably supported by the cylindrical member (3a), wherein the outer rotor type motor 
is provided within a wheel (2) and the rotor (3R) of the outer rotor is connected to the 
wheel (2); and a suspension arm (6a, 6b) whose mounting portion is provided on an inner 
surface of the cylindrical member (figure 1); and 

a hub (3b) that is fixed to the wheel in the vicinity of a wheel rim (2b) and is connected to 
the cylindrical member (3a) via a bearing (3j) that allows relative rotation between the 
cylindrical member (3a) and the wheel (2)(figure 1). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.2. Document D1 also the additional features of dependent claims 2 and 4. 

3. Dependent claims 3 and 5 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

- The feature "...a sealing that is arranged between the cylindrical member and the rotor 
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and inboard of the rotor..." is a matter of normal design procedure. 
A second bearing is disclosed by D1 . 

- The additional features of claim 5 are merely one of several straightforward possibilities 
from which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill. 
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CLAIMS 

1. (amended) A suspension system for a vehicle, 
. comprising: 

5 an outer rotor type motor having a stator 

provided on an outer surface, of a cylindrical member that 
defines space open 'to at least an inboard side of the 
vehicle, and a rotor rotatably supported by the 
cylindrical member, wherein the outer rotor type motor is 

10 • provided within a wheel and the rotor of the outer rotor 

. ■ * * * * 

is connected to the wtieel; * 

a suspension arm' whose mounting portion is 
. provided on an inner surface of the cylindrical member; 
and 

, 15 . a hub that is fixed to the wheel in the vicinity 

• of a wheel rim and is connected to the cylindrical member 
via a bearing that allows relative rotation between the 
cylindrical member and the wheel. . 

20 2. (amended) The suspension system as claimed 

in claim 1, 

wherein the hub has an annular shape so as to be 
accommodated between the cylindrical member and the rotor. 

i 

25 3. (amended) The suspension system as claimed ' 

in claim 1 further comprising: 

a sealing that is arranged between the 
cylindrical member and the rotor and inboard of the rotor; 
and 

30 a second bearing that is arranged between the 

• cylindrical member and the rotor and adjacent to the 
sealing. - 
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4 The suspension system as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein .connected to the rotor is a brake disk that is 
disposed such that a, disk surface of the brake disk is ;. 
located within the space defined by the cylindrical .member 

5. (new) The suspension system as claimed in 
claim 4, wherein the brake disk is bolted to the hub 
adjacent to the bearing. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 



. [received by the international Bureau on 04 October 2004 (04. 10,2004); 

original claims 1, . 2 .and 3 amended; new claim 5 added; remaining claim 

unchanged (2'pages)] 



